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Most of these had been artisans or small tradesmen, and based their conduct on their own inspired interpretation of the Bible. They showed an alarming lack of respect for the rights of property, for traditional authority or anybody but .their own officers. The Houses of Parliament, faced with this threat to their power, determined to disband the Army or send it to Ireland as quickly as possible. Unfortunately they had not paid any wages for months, and the soldiers were demanding their arrears before they went home. The Houses, not understanding how little real power they had if once an armed force chose to challenge it, adopted a high-and-mighty attitude to the petitioners. Whereupon the whole Army united against the politicians and a mutiny broke out. The latter in alarm promised to pay some of the arrears at once, while beseeching the principal officers to disband the regiments. The general, Sir Thomas Fairfax, was a respectable, weak man, but the real leaders were Lieutenant-General Cromwell and his son-in-law Ireton. At first these two appeared in favour of maintaining the authority of Parliament, but they soon saw it would be impossible to serve both Parliament and Army. Cromwell, though a member of Parliament, decided at once in which direction his duty lay. In all moments of crisis the voice of the Army was as the voice of God to him. The price of the soldiers' obedience to him in the day of battle was his obedience to their demands for political influence. Besides, he was too much in sympathy with them to wish to see a peace made, between King, Parliament and Scots, in which the Army, and incidentally himself and most of his relations, He